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STENT CRIMPING TOOL INSERT, SYSTEM,
AND METHOD

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to devices for manufactur-
ing stents, and more particularly to a crimping tool insert,
system, and method for crimping a stent.

BACKGROUND

Stents are implanted permanently or temporarily in
patients to treat a variety of medical conditions. Prior to
implantation, stents are often radially collapsed or crimped to
a small diameter to allow the stent to be delivered through
small passageways, such as a blood vessel or other anatomical
lumen. Stents are crimped onto and delivered using a catheter.
After the stent reaches the location to be treated in the patient,
the stent is expanded or allowed to expand.

Crimping of the stent may result in damage. Tools used to
crimp stents can be set or preprogrammed to crimp the stentto
a preselected diameter, or can be set or preprogrammed to
apply a maximum force. The stent may still be over-crimped
even when the stent crimping tool is properly set or pro-
grammed. Over-crimping refers to crimping of a particular
stent to a diameter that is smaller than what is desired for that
stent. Over-crimping can impose undue strain on the struts of
the stent. Excessive strain may lead to cracking of stent struts
during stent crimping or expansion, or may otherwise affect
the ability of the stent to expand. Because stents can be
extremely small and intricate, even the slightest variation in
crimping can have an adverse effect. Polymeric stents can be
particularly sensitive to over-crimping, although metal stents
can also be affected by over-crimping.

Over-crimping can be the result of one or a combination of
factors, including mechanical variations in the stent crimping
tool, variances (such as material thickness variances) in the
production of the stent and/or catheter, and environmental
conditions that effect the physical condition of the stent
crimping tool, stent and/or catheter.

Accordingly, there is a need for a stent crimping tool insert,
system, and method that prevents over-crimping.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Briefly and in general terms, the present invention is
directed to a stent crimping tool insert, stent crimping system,
and stent crimping method.

In aspects of the present invention, a stent crimping tool
insert comprises a core body configured for insertion into and
removal from within a crimping chamber of a stent crimping
tool. The core body has a core surface configured to withstand
a compressive force without a reduction in diameter of the
core surface.

In other aspects, the core body includes a first half-pipe and
a second half-pipe movable relative to the first half-pipe, a
first portion of the core surface is disposed on the first half-
pipe, and a second portion of the core surface is disposed on
the second half-pipe.

In other aspects, the first half-pipe is configured to engage
onto and disengage from the second half-pipe, wherein when
the first half-pipe is engaged onto the second half-pipe, the
first half-pipe and the second half-pipe form a catheter pas-
sageway through the center of the core body.

In other aspects, the first half-pipe comprises a hinge
attached to the second half-pipe.
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In other aspects, the first half-pipe and the second half-pipe
are magnetically attracted to each other.

In other aspects, the stent crimping tool insert further com-
prises a support member, wherein the first half-pipe and the
second half-pipe are attached to and protrude from the sup-
port member.

In other aspects, the first half-pipe and the second half-pipe
are configured to detach from and reattach to the support
member.

In other aspects, the support member includes a cylindrical
outer surface, the cylindrical outer surface and the first por-
tion of the core surface are concentric, and the cylindrical
outer surface and the second portion of the core surface are
concentric.

In other aspects, the stent crimping tool insert further com-
prises a support member having a cylindrical outer surface,
wherein the core body is attached to and protrudes from the
support member at a point on a central axis of the cylindrical
outer surface.

In other aspects, the core surface of the core body and the
cylindrical outer surface of the support member are concen-
tric.

In other aspects, the core body is configured to detach from
and reattach to the support member.

In other aspects, the core body comprises a sheath having a
catheter passageway extending through the sheath, and the
catheter passageway is parallel to and centered on a central
axis of the core surface of the core body.

In other aspects, the sheath is configured to attach to and
detach from a catheter.

In aspects of the present invention, a stent crimping system
comprises a stent crimping tool, and the stent crimping tool
insert of any one of the above-described aspects.

In other aspects, the system further comprises a catheter
and a stent carried on the catheter, wherein the stent crimping
tool is configured to crimp the stent onto the catheter in a
crimping chamber of the stent crimping tool, and the stent
crimping tool insert is configured to resist movement of a
crimping surface of the stent crimping tool within the crimp-
ing chamber and is configured to stop crimping of the stent by
the crimping surface.

In aspects of the present invention, a stent crimping system
comprises a stent crimping tool comprising a crimping cham-
ber and crimping surfaces disposed around the crimping
chamber, at least one of the crimping surfaces configured to
move inward toward another one of the crimping surfaces, the
inward movement causing a decrease in size of the crimping
chamber. The system further comprises a stent crimping tool
insert comprising a core body, the core body configured for
insertion into and removal from within the crimping chamber,
the core body having a core surface configured to stop the
inward movement of the at least one crimping surface.

In other aspects, the core body is configured to withstand a
compressive force from the crimping surfaces without a
change in diameter of the core body.

In other aspects, the compressive force is greater than 1
pound.

In other aspects, the system further comprises a catheter
and a stent carried on a catheter, wherein the stent crimping
surfaces are configured to crimp the stent onto the catheter,
and the stent crimping tool insert is configured to resist the
inward movement of the at least one crimping surface and is
configured to stop crimping of the stent by the crimping
surfaces.

In other aspects, the system further comprises an insert
holder disposed outside of the crimping chamber, the insert
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holder configured to carry the stent crimping tool insert at a
position centered within the crimping chamber.

In aspects of the present invention, a stent crimping method
comprises inserting a stent within a crimping chamber of a
stent crimping tool, the stent having a starting diameter, the
stent crimping tool having a crimping surface for crimping
the stent. The method further comprises moving the crimping
surface of the stent crimping tool, the movement of the crimp-
ing surface causing the stent to be crimped to a crimped
diameter less than the starting diameter, wherein when the
stent reaches the crimped diameter, a stent crimping tool
insert within the crimping chamber resists or stops the move-
ment of the crimping surface.

In other aspects, the method further comprises inserting the
stent crimping tool insert into the crimping chamber before or
during the movement of the crimping surface.

In other aspects, the method further comprises removing
the stent crimping tool insert from within the crimping cham-
ber after the stent reaches the crimped diameter.

In other aspects, the method further comprises coupling the
stent crimping tool insert to the stent before or after the
inserting of the stent within the crimping chamber.

In other aspects, the stent is carried on a catheter and the
coupling of the stent crimping tool insert to the stent com-
prises mounting the stent crimping tool insert on the catheter.

In other aspects, the mounting of the stent crimping tool
insert on the catheter comprises sliding the catheter into a
catheter passageway inside the stent crimping tool insert.

In other aspects, the stent crimping tool insert comprises a
first member and a second member configured to engage and
disengage the first member, and the mounting of the stent
crimping tool insert on the catheter comprises engaging the
first member onto the second member while the catheter is
disposed between the first member and the second member.

In other aspects, the method further comprises removing
the stent crimping tool insert from the catheter after the stent
reaches the crimped diameter.

In other aspects, the crimped diameter of the stent is pre-
selected to be the diameter of the stent during any of steril-
ization of the stent while the stent is crimped on the catheter,
packaging of the stent while the stent is crimped on the
catheter, and percutaneous delivery of the stent while the stent
is crimped on the catheter.

The features and advantages of the invention will be more
readily understood from the following detailed description
which should be read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

All publications, patent applications, and patents men-
tioned in the present specification are herein incorporated by
reference to the same extent as if each individual publication
or patent application was specifically and individually indi-
cated to be incorporated by reference. To the extent there are
any inconsistent usages of words and/or phrases between an
incorporated publication or patent and the present specifica-
tion, these words and/or phrases will have a meaning that is
consistent with the manner in which they are used in the
present specification.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1-3 are cross-section views showing a sequence of
operating an exemplary stent crimping system.

FIGS. 3-6 are three-dimensional diagrams showing a
sequence of operating an exemplary stent crimping system.
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FIGS. 7 and 8 are three-dimensional diagrams showing an
exemplary stent crimping tool insert for use in the stent
crimping systems of FIGS. 1-6 and 9.

FIG. 9 is a cross-section view showing an exemplary stent
crimping system in which an exemplary stent crimping tool
insert is carried on an exemplary insert holder.

FIGS.10and 11 are plan views showing an exemplary stent
crimping tool insert coupled to one or more exemplary cath-
eters.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view showing an exemplary stent
crimping tool.

FIG. 13 is an end view showing a crimping chamber of the
stent crimping tool of FIG. 12.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view showing an exemplary stent.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now in more detail to the exemplary drawings for
purposes of illustrating embodiments of the invention,
wherein like reference numerals designate corresponding or
like elements among the several views, there is shown in FIG.
1 stent crimping system 10 comprising stent crimping tool 12
and stent crimping tool inserts 14. Stent crimping tool 12 is
configured to crimp a stent to a smaller size. Stent crimping
tool inserts 14 are configured to prevent stent crimping tool 12
from crimping a stent to a size or diameter smaller than what
is desired.

As shown in FIGS. 1-3, stent crimping tool 12 can be
configured to crimp stent 16 onto catheter 18 to form stent-
catheter assembly 20 (FIG. 3). In FIG. 1, stent 16, catheter 18,
and stent crimping tool inserts 14 are place in stent crimping
tool 12. Stent 16 has an initial diameter. In FIG. 2, stent 16 is
crimped by stent crimping tool 12 while stent crimping tool
inserts 14 remain inside crimping tool 12 to prevent the pos-
sibility of over-crimping. Stent crimping tool insert 14 resists
or stops the movement of crimping surfaces of crimping tool
12. In FIG. 3, stent crimping tool 12 releases stent 16, which
is now at a crimped diameter that is smaller than the initial
diameter.

In FIGS. 1-3, catheter 18 is a balloon catheter which
includes distal catheter segment 22, proximal catheter seg-
ment 24, and inflatable balloon 26 connected to and disposed
between the proximal and distal catheter segments. Initially,
stent 16 is carried loosely on balloon 26, as shown in FIG. 1.
Stent crimping tool 12 is configured to crimp stent 16 onto
balloon 26 so that the stent remains secured on the balloon
until the stent is deployed in a patient.

Stent crimping tool 12 includes crimping chamber 28 and
crimping surfaces 30 disposed around the crimping chamber.
Atleast one crimping surface 30 is configured to move inward
toward the other crimping surface 30. The inward movement
causes a decrease in the size of crimping chamber 28. Inward
movement of crimping surfaces 30 can be accomplished by
manual manipulation by a user of stent crimping tool 12 or by
an electromechanical motor operatively coupled to crimping
surfaces 30. In the illustrated embodiment, all crimping sur-
faces 30 are configured to move inward toward each other in
the direction of arrows 31. Although two crimping surfaces 30
are illustrated in the cross-section views of FIGS. 1 to 3, it
should be understood that stent crimping tool 12 may have
any number of crimping surfaces 30 for simultaneously com-
pressing stent 16 in multiple directions. As one or more stent
crimping surfaces 30 move inward, they apply radially com-
pressive force on the outer surface of stent 16.

As shown in FIG. 2, as one or more crimping surfaces 30
move inward, they may make contact with and bear upon core
body 32 of crimping tool inserts 14 located within crimping
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chamber 28. Core body 32 is configured to resist inward
movement of crimping surfaces 30 and limit the extent to
which stent 16 is crimped. Core body 32 has cylindrical core
surface 34 which, in cross-section, forms a circle having a
preselected diameter. The preselected diameter of cylindrical
core surface 34 may be selected based on the minimum outer
diameter of stent 16 that is desired after crimping. The pre-
selected diameter may correspond to the minimum outer
diameter of stent 16 that is desired after crimping.

In other embodiments, the cross-section of cylindrical core
surface 34 can have shapes other than a circle. The cross-
sectional shape of cylindrical core surface 34 can vary
depending on the configuration of crimping surfaces 30 of
stent crimping tool 12. Examples of other cross-section
shapes for cylindrical core surface 34 include without limita-
tion octagon, square, and other polygons having flat sides.
The number of flat sides can correspond to the number of
crimping surfaces of the stent crimping tool. The preselected
diameter of cylindrical core surface 34 can be in the range
from 1 mm to 6 mm, and more narrowly 2 mm to 4 mm. It is
to be understood that other preselected diameters may be
implemented based on the desired minimum outer diameter
of stent 16. For a cylindrical core surface having a polygon
cross-section shape, the preselected diameter refers to that of
a circle inscribed within the polygon shape.

As shown in FIG. 3, stent 16 is released by stent crimping
tool 12 when crimping surfaces move outward in the direction
of'arrows 36. Upon release, stent 16 retains a crimped diam-
eter that is smaller than its initial diameter shown in FIG. 1.
Thereafter, stent-catheter assembly 20 is removed from
crimping chamber 28. Stent crimping tool inserts 14 may
optionally be removed from crimping chamber 28 before,
during, or after withdrawal of stent-catheter assembly 20
from crimping chamber 28.

In FIGS. 1-3, two stent crimping tool inserts 14 are used to
limit inward movement of crimping surfaces 30. One stent
crimping tool insert 14aq is positioned within crimping cham-
ber 28 at a position distal to and adjacent to catheter distal
segment 22. Another stent crimping tool insert 145 is posi-
tioned within crimping chamber 28 at a position around cath-
eter proximal segment 24. Proximal stent crimping tool insert
145 can have core body 32 that is hollow with an internal
cavity configured to receive catheter 18. Distal stent crimping
tool insert 14a can have core body 32 that is solid in the sense
that core body 32 has no internal cavity.

In other embodiments, only a single stent crimping tool
insert 14 is positioned within crimping chamber 28. The
single stent crimping tool insert 14 can be placed distal to and
adjacent to catheter distal segment 22, or placed around cath-
eter proximal segment 24.

Cylindrical core surface 34 of crimping tool insert 14 can
be made of aluminum, stainless steel, nylon, or polycarbon-
ate. Core body 32 can be made of aluminum, stainless steel,
nylon, or polycarbonate. Core body 32 and cylindrical core
surface 34 can be made of a biocompatible material. Core
body 32 and cylindrical core surface 34 can be rigid and made
of a non-compliant material. Core body 32 and cylindrical
core surface 34 can be made of other materials.

In some embodiments, cylindrical core surface 34 is con-
figured to withstand a compressive force within the force
range of 1 pound (lb) to 400 Ib without a reduction in the
preselected diameter, and more narrowly within the force
range of 1 1b to 350 1b without a reduction in its preselected
diameter. The numerical range can be implemented by selec-
tion of the material and construction method for core body 32
and cylindrical core surface 34. The numerical range can be
based on the expected force to be applied by crimping sur-
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faces 30. For example, stent crimping tool 12 can be mechani-
cally limited and/or preprogrammed to apply a force no
greater than a maximum compressive force (for example, 1
Ib), in which case cylindrical core surface 34 is configured to
withstand a compressive force greater than the maximum
compressive force of stent crimping tool 12 (for example,
greater than 1 1b). In some embodiments, the core body is
configured to withstand a compressive force (for example,
greater than 1 1b, greater than 2 1b, greater than 5 Ib, greater
than 10 Ib, or greater than 50 Ib) from the crimping surfaces
without a change in diameter of the core body.

FIGS. 4-6 show a method of crimping a stent. Catheter 18
is inserted into the central lumen of stent 16 such that stent 16
is disposed around balloon 26, as shown in FIG. 4. Next,
catheter 18 and stent 16 are inserted into crimping chamber 28
as shown in FIG. 5. Next, stent crimping tool 12 crimps stent
16 tightly onto balloon 26 as shown in FIG. 6.

Prior to crimping, stent crimping tool 12 is programmed to
reduce crimping chamber 28 to a fixed diameter. The fixed
diameter is selected to provide sufficient crimping that will
achieve the desired stent crimped diameter and retention on
catheter 18. The resistance of fully crimped stent 16 and
underlying balloon 26 may cause crimping chamber 28 to
reduce to a diameter that may vary slightly for one lot batch of
stents to another lot batch. In the event of lot-to-lot variation
in stent 16 or balloon 26, crimping surfaces 30 may close
down further than desired and over-crimp stent 16. One or
more stent crimping tool inserts 14 are used to prevent over-
crimping.

At any time before crimping of stent 16 (before FIG. 6),
one or more stent crimping tool inserts 14 are inserted into
distal end opening 38 and/or proximal end opening 40 of
crimping chamber 28. Insertion can be accomplished by slid-
ing crimping tool insert 14 over catheter 18 such that catheter
proximal segment 24 enters a cavity within crimping tool
insert 14, and/or sliding crimping tool insert 14 over catheter
18 such that catheter distal segment 22 enters a cavity within
crimping tool insert 14. Insertion of any of stent crimping tool
inserts 14 can be performed before or after catheter 18 is
inserted into crimping chamber 28.

One or more stent crimping tool inserts 14 can be tempo-
rarily carried by catheter 18, so that insertion of catheter 18
into crimping chamber 28 and insertion of crimping tool
insert 14 into crimping chamber 28 are performed simulta-
neously.

Crimping of stent 16 is accomplished by reducing the size
of crimping chamber 28. Crimping surfaces 30, which serve
as the interior wall of crimping chamber 28, are moved radi-
ally inward toward each other. As a result of the radially
inward movement, crimping surfaces 30 apply a compressive
force to stent 16 which reduces the diameter of stent 16.

After stent 16 is crimped, stent crimping tool 12 releases
stent 16. Release is accomplished by enlarging the size of
crimping chamber 28. Crimping surfaces 30 are moved radi-
ally outward to their original position in FI1G. 4, which allows
stent 16 and catheter 18 to be withdrawn out of crimping
chamber 28.

At any time after crimping of stent 16 (after FIG. 6), one or
more of the previously-inserted stent crimping tool inserts 14
are withdrawn out of crimping chamber 28. Withdrawal can
be accomplished by sliding crimping tool insert 14 way from
stent 16 such that crimping tool insert 14 separates from
catheter distal segment 22, and/or sliding crimping tool insert
14 away from stent 16 such that crimping tool insert 14
separates from catheter proximal segment 24.

After stent 16 is removed from crimping chamber 28, stent
16 may be subjected to further steps. Examples of further
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processing include without limitation sterilization of the stent
while the stent is crimped on the catheter, packaging of the
stent while the stent is crimped on the catheter, and percuta-
neous delivery of the stent while the stent is crimped on the
catheter. In some embodiments, the crimped diameter of stent
16 immediately after removal from crimping chamber 27
corresponds the diameter of stent 16 during any of said ster-
ilization, packaging, and/or percutaneous delivery.

Returning to FIG. 4, crimping tool inserts 14 can have
different configurations, any of which can be inserted into
distal end opening 38 or proximal end opening 40 of crimping
chamber 28. Crimping tool insert 14¢ has cavity 41 which
serves as a catheter passageway. Cavity 41 is configured to
receive catheter distal segment 22 and/or catheter proximal
segment 24. Crimping tool insert 14¢ can be a unitary pipe
structure. Cylindrical core surface 34 of crimping tool insert
14c has a circle cross-section. Other cross-section shapes (for
example, polygon shapes) can be implemented, as previously
described above.

Crimping tool insert 144 includes first half-pipe 42 and
second half-pipe 44 that are detachable and movable from
each other. A first portion 34a of the cylindrical core surface
34 is disposed on first half-pipe 42. A second portion 345 of
the cylindrical core surface 34 is disposed on second half-pipe
44. First half-pipe 42 is configured to engage onto and disen-
gage from second half-pipe 44. Each of first half-pipe 42 and
second half-pipe 44 has groove 46 extending across the entire
longitudinal length of the half-pipe. When first half-pipe 42 is
engaged onto second half-pipe 44, the grooves join to form a
linear catheter passageway through the center of crimping
tool insert 144.

In some embodiments, first half-pipe 42 and second half-
pipe 44 are magnetically attracted to each other. Any one or
both of first half-pipe 42 and second half-pipe 44 may contain
a magnet. In use, a user pulls both half-pipes apart and places
catheter 18 between the two half-pipes. Prior to crimping of
stent 16, the user closes crimping tool insert 144 onto catheter
18 by bringing the two half-pipes into contact with each other
while catheter 18 is disposed within grooves 46 of the half-
pipes. Magnetic attraction between the half-pipes keeps
crimping tool insert 14e in place during stent crimping. After
crimping of stent 16, the user opens crimping tool insert 144
by pulling both half-pipes apart to allow catheter 18 to sepa-
rate from crimping tool insert 14d.

In FIG. 4, crimping tool insert 14e includes first half-pipe
48 having a hinge 52 attached to second half-pipe 50. In use,
a user pivots the half-pipes apart by hinge 52. Prior to crimp-
ing of stent 16, the user closes crimping tool insert 14e onto
catheter 18 by pivoting the two half-pipes into contact with
each other while catheter 18 is disposed within grooves 46 of
the half-pipes. A mechanical latch or magnet between the
half-pipes keeps crimping tool insert 14e in place during stent
crimping. After crimping of stent 16, the user opens crimping
tool insert 14e by pivoting the half-pipes apart to allow cath-
eter 18 to separate from crimping tool insert 14e.

In FIGS. 1-6, core body 32 forms the entirety of stent
crimping tool insert 14. In other embodiments, core body 32
is configured differently that what is shown in FIGS. 1-6, and
stent crimping tool insert 14 may include other structures
coupled to core body 32.

As shown in FIGS. 7-9, crimping tool insert 14 may
include support member 54. Any core body 32 in FIGS. 1-6
may be carried by support member 54 as shown in FIGS. 7-9.
Support member 54 facilitates placement of core body 32 at
the desired location within crimping chamber 28 of stent
crimping tool 12.
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In FIGS. 7-9, support member 54 has a circular shape with
curved side walls and flat end walls. In other embodiments,
the support member can have other shapes and can have a flat
side wall. For example, the support member can be a rectan-
gular block.

As shown in FIG. 7, support member 54 includes cylindri-
cal outer surface 56. Core body 32 includes cylindrical core
surface 34. Each of cylindrical outer surface 54 and cylindri-
cal core surface 34 has a circle cross-section shape, although
other cross-section shapes (for example, polygon shapes)
may be implemented as previously described above. For
example, cylindrical core surface 34 can have a polygon
cross-section. Core body 32 has a smaller outer diameter than
that of support member 54. Cylindrical outer surface 54 has
central axis 58. Core body 32 protrudes out from support
member 54 at a point 60 on central axis 58. Cylindrical outer
surface 54 and cylindrical core surface 34 are concentric.

Optionally, core body 32 and support member 54 are a
single unitary structure. Core body 32 and support member 54
are integrally formed with each other. Various manufacturing
process including without limitation, injection molding, mill-
ing, and/or other machining operations can be used to make a
single unitary structure with core body 32 and support mem-
ber 54.

As shown in FIG. 8, core body 32 and support member 54
can be distinct structures capable of being assembled and
disassembled. Support member 54 includes hole 62 config-
ured to receive core body 32. Hole 62 may extend through the
entire longitudinal length of support member 54. The same
support member 54 can be used to hold any one of a variety of
core bodies 32a, 325, 32¢ which can vary by diameter and
functional characteristics. Any of core bodies 32a, 325, and
32¢ can be attached and subsequently detached from support
member 54. For example, core body 32a can be inserted into
support member 54, and then exchanged with core body 326
or 32¢. Core bodies 32a, 32b, and 32¢ each include base
segment 64 and protruding segment 66. Base segment is
retained inside hole 62. Retention can be accomplished with
a press fit, friction fit, screw-type thread, and/or other means
of securement. Protruding segment 66 protrudes out from
support member 54, as shown in FIG. 7.

When any of core body 324, 325, or 32¢ is inserted in hole
62, cylindrical core surface 34 of the core body is concentric
with cylindrical outer surface 54 of support member 54.
Cylindrical core surface 34 is disposed on protruding segment
66 and has a preselected outer diameter. The preselected
diameter of cylindrical core surface 34 may be selected based
on the minimum outer diameter of stent 16 that is desired as
a result of crimping. The preselected diameter of cylindrical
core surface 34 may be equivalent to the minimum outer
diameter of stent 16 that is desired as a result of crimping.
Thus, different core bodies 32a, 325, and 32¢ can be selected
and used depending on the desired minimum outer diameter
of stent 16. For example, first core body 32a having a diam-
eter suitable for one batch of stents can be replaced with
second core body 325 having a different diameter suitable for
the next batch of stents. As a further example, core body 32¢
has linear catheter passageway 64 extending through the
entire longitudinal length of core body 32¢. Core body 32¢
can be inserted into support member 54 when it is desired to
have the core body centered on and carried by catheter 18, as
shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.

In some embodiments, core body 32¢ has the same con-
figuration as that of stent crimping tool insert 14¢, 14d, or 14e
(FIG. 4). Core body 32¢ may include two identical half-pipe
members 66, 68 configured to engage and disengage from
each other. Any one or both of half-pipes 66, 68 may option-
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ally include an embedded magnet or a hinge. A first portion
34a of the cylindrical core surface is disposed on first half-
pipe 66. A second portion 345 of the cylindrical core surface
is disposed on second half-pipe 68. When core body 32¢ is
inserted into hole 62, first portion 34a and second portion 345
are concentric with cylindrical outer surface 56 of support
member 54.

FIG. 9 shows support member 54 inuse with stent crimping
tool 12. Insert holder 67 is attached to stent crimping tool 12.
Insert holder 67 is disposed outside of crimping chamber 28
of'stent crimping tool 12. Insert holder 67 is disposed adjacent
to an end opening 68 of crimping chamber 28. Insert holder
67 includes support surface 70 configured to carry support
member 54 such that core body 32 is at a location in crimping
chamber 28 toward which crimping surfaces 30 converge
during crimping of stent 16. Support surface 70 is configured
to carry support member 54 such that core body 32 is centered
vertically within crimping chamber 28.

In the illustrated embodiment, crimping surfaces 30 con-
verge toward convergence axis 33 during crimping. Support
surface 70 is configured to carry support member 54 such that
core body 32 is centered on convergence axis 33.

In other embodiments, insert holder 67 is configured to
carry support member 54 such that core body 32 is centered
on central axis 35 of stent 16 (FIG. 9) or centered on central
axis 37 of catheter 18 (FIG. 1).

Insert holder 67 includes stop wall 72 which partially cov-
ers end opening 68. Through-hole 74 extends through stop
wall 72. Core body 32 extends through through-hole 74 when
support member 54 is carried on support surface 70. Through-
hole 74 has a diameter that is the same as or greater than that
of core body 32. In the illustrated embodiment, the through-
hole diameter is larger than that of core body 32 so that there
is a gap between the peripheral edge of through-hole 74 and
cylindrical core surface 34 of core body 32. The gap allows
core body 32 to adjust position toward convergence axis 33
during crimping. Adjustment in position may be needed due
to slight misalignment of insert holder 67 relative to crimping
tool 12 or due to mechanical variations within crimping tool
12.

Support member 54 and/or insert holder 67 can be imple-
mented with the devices and methods of FIGS. 1-6.

InFIG. 9, stent 16 is crimped by itself, without having been
placed on a catheter. After such crimping, stent 16 may be
placed on catheter 18 and crimped further in order to secure
stent 18 onto catheter.

As shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, stent crimping tool insert 14
can be in the form of a stylet. In this form, core body 32
includes sheath 74 having linear catheter passageway 76
extending through the sheath. Sheath 74 is configured to
attach to and detach from catheter 18. Catheter passageway
76 is parallel to and centered on central axis 78 of cylindrical
core surface 34 of core body 32. Catheter passageway 76 is
configured to receive catheter distal segment 22 and/or cath-
eter proximal segment 24. Catheter passageway 76 allows
core body 32 to be mounted on catheter 18.

Sheath 32 may be a flexible or rigid tube. Sheath 32 can be
made of the same or different material as cylindrical core
surface 34. Cylindrical core surface 34 is configured to with-
stand a compressive force within a selected force range, as
previously described above, without a reduction in diameter
of the cylindrical core surface. Sheath 32 does not need to
withstand compressive forces of stent crimping tool 12.

In some embodiments, cylindrical core surface 34 can slide
axially on sheath 74 in the direction of arrows 39. In alterna-
tive embodiments, cylindrical core surface 34 is permanently
affixed to a single location on sheath 74.
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Referring to FIG. 10, stent crimping tool 14 (referred to as
a stylet) is mounted to catheter distal segment 22. Stent 16 is
crimped by stent crimping tool 12 while the stylet is mounted
on catheter distal segment 22. In some embodiments, a first
stylet is mounted on a distal segment of a first catheter carry-
ing a first stent. A second stylet is mounted on a distal segment
of a second catheter carrying a second stent. Both catheters
are placed into stent crimping tool 12 to allow simultaneous
crimping of both stents. During crimping, the cylindrical core
surfaces of both styles prevent crimping tool 12 from crimp-
ing the stents to a diameter smaller than what is desired. The
catheters can be oriented within stent crimping tool 12 such
that the distal segment of the first catheter faces toward the
distal segment of the second catheter. Optionally, the cath-
eters can be oriented within stent crimping tool 12 such that
they are coaxial in the sense that their respective longitudinal
axes are coincident. Optionally, there can be a longitudinal
gap between the two stylets within stent crimping tool 12
during stent crimping.

As shown in FIG. 11, a single stent crimping tool insert 14
can be mounted on two catheters 18a, 185. First stent 16a can
be carried on first catheter 18a inserted into linear catheter
passageway 76 of core body 32. Second stent 165 can be
carried on second catheter 185 inserted into catheter passage-
way 76 of core body 32. Thereafter, crimping tool insert 14
and both stents 164, 165 can be inserted into crimping cham-
ber 28 of stent crimping tool 12. Next, both stents 16a, 165
can be crimped simultaneously in crimping chamber 28. Dur-
ing crimping, cylindrical core surface 34 prevents crimping
tool 12 from crimping stents 16a, 165 to a diameter smaller
than what is desired.

In FIGS. 10 and 11, the longitudinal length of sheath 74 of
stent crimping tool 14 can vary. The length of sheath 74 can be
selected depending on the type of stent crimping tool, type of
catheter, type of stent, and/or other factors.

Each of stent crimping tools 14 shown in FIGS. 10 and 11
are referred to as a stylet. A stylet can be used in conjunction
with the stent crimping tools 14a, 145, 14¢, 14d, 14e of FIGS.
1-9.

Before crimping of stent 16, a stylet is mounted to catheter
distal segment 22, and any of the stent crimping tools in FIG.
1-9 can be mounted on the catheter proximal segment 24.
Stent 16 can then be crimped onto balloon 26 with the stylet
and any of the stent crimping tools in FIG. 1-9 mounted on
catheter 18. During crimping, two separate cylindrical core
surfaces prevent over-crimping by crimping tool 12.

As avariation of FIG. 11, a first stylet is mounted on distal
segment 22q of first catheter 18a, and any of the stent crimp-
ing tools in FIG. 1-9 can be mounted on the proximal segment
24a of catheter 18a. A second stylet is mounted on distal
segment 22a of second catheter 185, and any of the stent
crimping tools in FIG. 1-9 can be mounted on the proximal
segment 245 of second catheter 185. Both catheters 18a, 185
are placed into stent crimping tool 12 to allow simultaneous
crimping of stents 164, 165. During crimping, four separate
cylindrical core surfaces prevent over-crimping by crimping
tool 12. Catheters 18a, 185 can be oriented within stent
crimping tool 12 such that distal segment 22a faces distal
segment 225. Optionally, the catheters can be oriented within
stent crimping tool 12 such that they are coaxial in the sense
that their respective longitudinal central axes 37a, 37b are
coincident. Optionally, there can be a longitudinal gap
between the two stylets within stent crimping tool 12 during
stent crimping.

As shown in FIGS. 12 and 13, exemplary stent crimping
tool 12 can be a film-headed crimper apparatus. In FIG. 12,
stent crimping tool 12 includes three rolls 123, 124, 125 used
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to position clean sheets of non-stick material between a stent
and crimping blades or wedges 126 within crimper head 120
prior to crimping. For example, upper roll 125 holds the sheet
secured to a backing sheet. A first non-stick sheet material is
separated from the backing sheet by a rotating mechanism
within the crimper head 120. A second non-stick sheet mate-
rial is dispensed from mid roll 124. After crimping, the first
and second non-stick sheets are collected by the lower roll
123.

As an alternative to rollers 124, 125 dispensing non-stick
sheets, the stent may be covered in a thin, compliant protec-
tive sheath before the stent is crimped by crimping wedges
126 within crimper head 120.

FIG. 13 shows positioning of first non-stick sheet material
1254 and second first non-stick sheet material 1244 relative to
the crimping wedges 126 and stent 16 within iris-type crimp-
ing chamber 28 within crimper head 120. Iris-type crimping
chamber 28 is shown in an enlarged state, and stent 16 is
shown in an uncrimped state. Prior to crimping, sheets 1244,
125a are passed between two wedges 126 on opposite sides of
the stent 16. Tension T1, T2 is applied to each of the sheets
124a, 125a to gather up excess sheet material as iris-type
crimping chamber 28 is reduced in size via the converging
wedges 126. Crimping surfaces 30 are the portions of wedges
126 exposed to stent 16. As wedges 126 converge, crimping
surfaces 30 apply compressive force to stent 16. Before or
while wedges 126 converge, stent crimping tool 14 is inserted
into end opening 68 (FIG. 12) of iris-type crimping chamber
28. Core body 32 of stent crimping tool 14 would be located
between sheets 124a, 125a. Stent crimping tool 14 prevents
wedges 126 from crimping stents 16 to a diameter smaller
than what is desired.

In some embodiments, iris-type crimping chamber 28 is
used without sheets 1244, 1254, and wedges 126 may contact
core body 32 of stent crimping tool 14 to prevent over-crimp-
ing of stent 16.

Stent crimping tool 12 can be any one of a variety of
different tools known in the art for crimping stents, such as
those described in U.S. Pub. Nos. 2008/0127707, 2009/
0131920, 2010/0185207,2012/0284986, and 2012/0010693.

FIG. 14 shows an end segment of exemplary stent 16. Stent
16 has an overall body shape that is hollow and tubular. Stent
16 is configured for temporary or permanent implantation in
a patient. Stent 16 may have a coating. The coating may
include a drug. Stent 16 is shown in an uncrimped or
expanded state. Stent 16 includes many interconnecting struts
112, 114 separated from each other by gaps 116. The struts
112, 114 form a tubular scaffold and can be made of any
suitable material, such as a biocompatible metal or polymer.
The material can be non-bioabsorbable or bioabsorbable.
Struts 112 form series of rings 118. Rings 118 are connected
to each other by struts 114. Struts 112 are configured to bend
relative to each other at hinge areas 119 to allow the rings 118
to be crimped to a smaller diameter and expanded to a larger
diameter. Struts 114 are configured to flex to allow the scaf-
fold to bend along its longitudinal length, which facilities
delivery through tortuous blood vessels and other anatomical
lumen.

Stent 16 is configured to be crimped to a smaller diameter
and expanded after crimping. Stent 16 can be any one of a
variety of self-expanding stent or a balloon expandable stents
known in the art. The variation in stent patterns is virtually
unlimited. For example, stent 16 can have same structural
configuration as, be made of the same materials as, or be
identical to the stents described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 8,002,817,
5,569,295; and 5,514,154.
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Catheter 18 can be any one of a variety of stent delivery
devices known in the art. For example, catheter 18 can have
same structural configuration as, be made of the same mate-
rials as, or be identical to the stent delivery devices described
in the above-listed patents and in U.S. Pat. No. 6,626,933.

The stent crimping tool insert, stent crimping system, and
stent crimping method of the present invention can be used in
an individual step and in crimping methods described in U.S.
Pub. Nos. 2009/0088829, 2010/0036478, and 2012/0010693.

Stent crimping tool insert 14 and/or insert holder 67 can be
used in combination with the crimping tools described in the
above-listed publications and patents.

While several particular forms of the invention have been
illustrated and described, it will also be apparent that various
modifications can be made without departing from the scope
of the invention. It is also contemplated that various combi-
nations or subcombinations of the specific features and
aspects of the disclosed embodiments can be combined with
or substituted for one another in order to form varying modes
of'the invention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the inven-
tion be limited, except as by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A stent crimping tool insert comprising:

a core body configured for insertion into and removal from
within a crimping chamber of a stent crimping tool, the
core body having a core surface configured to withstand
a compressive force without a reduction in diameter of
the core surface,

wherein the core body comprises a sheath having a catheter
passageway extending through the sheath, and the cath-
eter passageway is parallel to and centered on a central
axis of the core surface of the core body.

2. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 1, further com-
prising a support member having a cylindrical outer surface,
wherein the core body is attached to and protrudes from the
support member at a point on a central axis of the cylindrical
outer surface.

3. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 2, wherein the
core surface of the core body and the cylindrical outer surface
of the support member are concentric.

4. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 2, wherein the
core body is configured to detach from and reattach to the
support member.

5. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 1, wherein the
sheath is configured to attach to and detach from a catheter.

6. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 1, wherein the
catheter passageway extends through the sheath and through
the core body.

7. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 1, wherein the
core surface of the core body is permanently affixed to the
sheath of the core body.

8. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 1, wherein the
core surface of the core body is configured to slide on the
sheath of the core body.

9. A stent crimping tool insert comprising:

a core body configured for insertion into and removal from
within a crimping chamber of a stent crimping tool, the
core body having a core surface configured to withstand
a compressive force without a reduction in diameter of
the core surface,

wherein the core body includes a first half-pipe and a
second half-pipe movable relative to the first half-pipe, a
first portion of the core surface is disposed on the first
half-pipe, and a second portion of the core surface is
disposed on the second half-pipe.

10. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 9, wherein the

first half-pipe is configured to engage onto and disengage
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from the second half-pipe, wherein when the first half-pipe is
engaged onto the second half-pipe, the first half-pipe and the
second half-pipe form a catheter passageway through the
center of the core body.

11. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 9, wherein the
first half-pipe comprises a hinge attached to the second half-
pipe.

12. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 9, wherein the
first half-pipe and the second half-pipe are magnetically
attracted to each other.

13. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 9, further com-
prising a support member, wherein the first half-pipe and the
second half-pipe are attached to and protrude from the sup-
port member.

14. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 13, wherein the
first half-pipe and the second half-pipe are configured to
detach from and reattach to the support member.

15. The stent crimping tool insert of claim 13, wherein the
support member includes a cylindrical outer surface, the
cylindrical outer surface and the first portion of the core
surface are concentric, the cylindrical outer surface and the
second portion of the core surface are concentric.

16. A stent crimping system comprising:

a stent crimping tool;

a stent crimping tool insert including a core body config-
ured for insertion into and removal from within a crimp-
ing chamber of the stent crimping tool, the core body
having a core surface configured to withstand a com-
pressive force without a reduction in diameter of the core
surface; and

a catheter and a stent carried on the catheter, wherein the
stent crimping tool is configured to crimp the stent onto
the catheter in a crimping chamber of the stent crimping
tool, and the stent crimping tool insert is configured to
resist movement of a crimping surface of the stent
crimping tool within the crimping chamber and is con-
figured to stop crimping of the stent by the crimping
surface.

17. The stent crimping system of claim 16, wherein the

crimping chamber of the stent crimping tool has an enlarged

w
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state and a reduced state, and the core surface is in contact
with the crimping surface of the crimping tool when the
crimping chamber is in the reduced state.

18. A stent crimping system comprising:

a stent crimping tool comprising a crimping chamber and
crimping surfaces disposed around the crimping cham-
ber, the crimping chamber having an enlarged state and
a reduced state, at least one of the crimping surfaces
configured to move inward toward another one of the
crimping surfaces, the inward movement causing the
crimping chamber to decrease in size from the enlarge
state to the reduced state; and

a stent crimping tool insert comprising a core body, the
core body configured for insertion into and removal
from within the crimping chamber, the core body having
a core surface in contact with the crimping surfaces
when the crimping chamber is in the reduced state, the
core surface configured to stop the inward movement of
the at least one crimping surface.

19. The stent crimping system of claim 18, wherein the
core body is configured to withstand a compressive force
from the crimping surfaces without a change in diameter of
the core body.

20. The stent crimping system of claim 19, wherein the
compressive force is greater than 1 pound.

21. The stent crimping system of claim 18, further com-
prising a catheter and a stent carried on a catheter, wherein the
stent crimping surfaces are configured to crimp the stent onto
the catheter, and the stent crimping tool insert is configured to
resist the inward movement of the at least one crimping sur-
face and is configured to stop crimping of the stent by the
crimping surfaces.

22. The stent crimping system of claim 18, further com-
prising an insert holder disposed outside of the crimping
chamber, the insert holder configured to carry the stent crimp-
ing tool insert at a position centered within the crimping
chamber.



